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bitter opposition.  Throughout the Revolution the
former Colonies had never been able to collect enough
money to pay the expense of the war and the other
charges of the Confederation.   The Confederation
handed over a considerable debt to the new Govern-
ment. Besides this many of the States had paid each
its own cost of equipping and maintaining its con-
tingent.   Hamilton now proposed that the United
States Government should assume these various
State debts, which would aggregate $21,000,000 and
bring the National debt to a total of $75,000,000.
Hamilton's suggestion that the State debts be as-
sumed caused a vehement outcry.   Its opponents
protested that no fair adjustment could be reached.
The Assumptionists retorted that this would be
the only fair settlement, but the Anti-Assumption-
ists voted them down by a majority of two. In other
respects, Hamilton's financial measures prospered,
and before many months he seized the opportunity
of making a bargain by which the next Congress
reversed its vote on Assumption. In less than a year
the members of Congress and many of the public had
reached the conclusion that New York City was not
the best place to be the capital of the Nation. The
men from the South argued that it put the South to
a disadvantage, as its ease of access to New York,
New Jersey, and the Eastern States gave that sec-ht when he in-the introduction of tyranny,
